
Hegelian Marxism: Lenin's Legacy and 

Beyond

Introduction

Hegelian Marxism is a school of thought that combines 

the ideas of  Karl  Marx with those of  Georg Hegel.  It 

seeks  to  understand  the  world  through  the  lens  of 

dialectics, a process of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis. 

Hegelian  Marxists  argue  that  capitalism  is  a 

contradictory system that will  eventually be replaced 

by socialism.

Lenin  was  a  major  figure  in  the  development  of 

Hegelian Marxism.  He argued that  the working class 

was  the  revolutionary  subject  that  would  overthrow 

capitalism and establish socialism. Lenin's writings on 

Hegelian Marxism have had a profound impact on the 

development of Marxist thought and practice.
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In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

Hegelian Marxism. This is due in part to the failure of 

neoliberal  capitalism  and  the  rise  of  new  social 

movements.  Hegelian  Marxism  offers  a  powerful 

theoretical  framework  for  understanding  these 

developments and for developing strategies for social 

change.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of 

Hegelian  Marxism.  It  begins  by  examining  Lenin's 

engagement  with  Hegel  and  his  development  of  a 

Hegelian Marxist  theory of  revolution.  It  then traces 

the history of Hegelian Marxism in the 20th century, 

from  the  Frankfurt  School  to  the  anti-globalization 

movement.  The  book  also  explores  the  relationship 

between Hegelian Marxism and contemporary political 

theory,  social  movements,  and  the  critique  of 

capitalism.

Finally,  the  book  considers  the  future  of  Hegelian 

Marxism.  It  argues  that  Hegelian  Marxism  is  a  vital 
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resource  for  understanding  the  world  today  and  for 

developing strategies for social change.

Hegelian Marxism is a complex and challenging body 

of thought. However, it is also a powerful and insightful 

one.  This  book  provides  a  clear  and  accessible 

introduction  to  Hegelian  Marxism,  making  it  an 

essential  resource  for  anyone  interested  in 

understanding the world today and fighting for a better 

future.

3



Book Description

Hegelian Marxism is a school of thought that combines 

the ideas of  Karl  Marx with those of  Georg Hegel.  It 

seeks  to  understand  the  world  through  the  lens  of 

dialectics, a process of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis. 

Hegelian  Marxists  argue  that  capitalism  is  a 

contradictory system that will  eventually be replaced 

by socialism.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of 

Hegelian  Marxism.  It  begins  by  examining  Lenin's 

engagement  with  Hegel  and  his  development  of  a 

Hegelian Marxist  theory of  revolution.  It  then traces 

the history of Hegelian Marxism in the 20th century, 

from  the  Frankfurt  School  to  the  anti-globalization 

movement.  The  book  also  explores  the  relationship 

between Hegelian Marxism and contemporary political 

theory,  social  movements,  and  the  critique  of 

capitalism.
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Finally,  the  book  considers  the  future  of  Hegelian 

Marxism.  It  argues  that  Hegelian  Marxism  is  a  vital 

resource  for  understanding  the  world  today  and  for 

developing strategies for social change.

Hegelian Marxism is a complex and challenging body 

of thought. However, it is also a powerful and insightful 

one.  This  book  provides  a  clear  and  accessible 

introduction  to  Hegelian  Marxism,  making  it  an 

essential  resource  for  anyone  interested  in 

understanding the world today and fighting for a better 

future.

This book is essential reading for students of political 

theory,  social  movements,  and  the  critique  of 

capitalism. It  is  also a valuable resource for activists 

and  organizers  working  to  build  a  more  just  and 

equitable world.
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Chapter 1: Lenin and Hegelian Marxism

1. Lenin's Early Engagement with Hegel

In  his  early  years,  Lenin  was  a  voracious  reader  of 

Hegel's  works.  He  was  particularly  drawn to  Hegel's 

dialectical method, which he saw as a powerful tool for 

understanding  the  world.  Lenin  argued  that  Hegel's 

dialectic could be used to explain the contradictions of 

capitalism and the inevitability of its collapse.

Lenin's early engagement with Hegel was also shaped 

by his political experiences. As a young man, Lenin was 

involved in the revolutionary movement in Russia. He 

saw  firsthand  the  poverty  and  oppression  that 

capitalism  created.  He  believed  that  Hegel's  dialectic 

could be used to develop a strategy for overthrowing 

capitalism and building a socialist society.

Lenin's early writings on Hegel are full of insights into 

the  relationship  between philosophy and politics.  He 

argued  that  philosophy  is  not  merely  a  theoretical 

6



exercise, but a powerful tool for social change. He also 

argued  that  the  working  class  is  the  revolutionary 

subject  that  will  overthrow  capitalism  and  establish 

socialism.

Lenin's early engagement with Hegel had a profound 

impact on his later thought and practice. He continued 

to draw on Hegel's ideas throughout his life, using them 

to develop his theory of imperialism, his strategy for 

revolution, and his vision for a socialist society.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

Lenin's early engagement with Hegel was not without 

its  challenges.  He  struggled  to  reconcile  Hegel's 

idealism with  his  own materialism.  He also  found it 

difficult  to  accept  Hegel's  notion  of  the  state  as  the 

embodiment of reason.

However, Lenin ultimately found a way to synthesize 

Hegel's ideas with his own materialist understanding of 

the  world.  He  argued that  the  state  is  not  a  neutral 
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entity,  but a tool  of  class oppression.  He also argued 

that the working class is the only class that can truly 

represent the interests of humanity.

Lenin's  early  engagement  with Hegel  was a  complex 

and challenging process. However, it was also a fruitful 

one. It helped him to develop a powerful and insightful 

theory of revolution and a vision for a socialist society.
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Chapter 1: Lenin and Hegelian Marxism

2. The Influence of Hegel on Lenin's Theory of 

Revolution

Hegel's philosophy had a profound influence on Lenin's 

theory of revolution. Lenin was particularly drawn to 

Hegel's  idea  of  the  dialectic,  which  he  saw  as  a 

powerful tool for understanding the dynamics of social 

change.

For Hegel, the dialectic is a process of thesis, antithesis, 

and synthesis. A thesis is a proposition or idea that is 

opposed by its antithesis, resulting in a synthesis that 

resolves  the  contradiction  between  the  two.  This 

process of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis is an ongoing 

one,  and  it  is  through  this  process  that  history 

progresses.

Lenin saw the dialectic as a way of understanding the 

class struggle. He argued that the working class is the 

thesis, the bourgeoisie is the antithesis, and the socialist 
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revolution  is  the  synthesis.  The  working  class  is 

oppressed and exploited by the bourgeoisie,  and this 

leads  to  a  contradiction  that  can  only  be  resolved 

through revolution.

Lenin also borrowed Hegel's  idea of the "negation of 

the  negation."  This  means  that  the  new  society  that 

emerges from a revolution will be a negation of the old 

society,  but  it  will  also  contain  elements  of  the  old 

society that have been transformed. For example, the 

socialist  revolution  will  negate  the  capitalist  system, 

but it  will  also retain some of the positive aspects of 

capitalism, such as the division of labor and the use of 

technology.

Hegel's philosophy also influenced Lenin's ideas about 

the role of the party in the revolutionary process. Lenin 

argued that the party is the vanguard of the working 

class, and that it is the party's responsibility to lead the 

working class to victory in the revolution.
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Lenin's theory of revolution has had a profound impact 

on  the  development  of  Marxism-Leninism  and  other 

revolutionary ideologies. It has also been used to justify 

the  use  of  violence  and  terror  in  the  pursuit  of 

revolutionary goals.

However,  Lenin's  theory of  revolution has  also  been 

criticized for being too deterministic. Critics argue that 

Lenin's  theory  does  not  allow  for  the  possibility  of 

spontaneous  mass  movements  or  for  the  role  of 

individual agency in history.
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Chapter 1: Lenin and Hegelian Marxism

3. Lenin's Critique of Hegel's Idealism

Hegel's idealism was a central target of Lenin's critique. 

Lenin  argued  that  Hegel's  idealism  led  him  to 

misunderstand the relationship between thought and 

reality. For Hegel, the world is a manifestation of the 

Absolute  Idea,  and  thought  is  the  highest  form  of 

reality. Lenin, on the other hand, argued that the world 

is material and that thought is a product of the material 

world.

Lenin's critique of Hegel's idealism is based on his own 

materialist philosophy. Lenin argued that the material 

world is the only reality and that thought is a product 

of the material world. He argued that Hegel's idealism 

led  him  to  misunderstand  the  relationship  between 

thought  and  reality.  For  Hegel,  the  world  is  a 

manifestation of the Absolute Idea, and thought is the 

highest  form  of  reality.  Lenin,  on  the  other  hand, 
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argued that the world is material and that thought is a 

product of the material world.

Lenin  argued  that  Hegel's  idealism  led  him  to 

misunderstand the role of the working class in history. 

Hegel  believed  that  the  working  class  was  a  passive 

and inert mass that would eventually be absorbed into 

the bourgeoisie. Lenin, on the other hand, argued that 

the working class was a revolutionary class that would 

overthrow capitalism and establish socialism.

Lenin's critique of Hegel's idealism has had a profound 

impact  on  the  development  of  Marxism.  Lenin's 

materialist  philosophy has  become the foundation of 

Marxist  thought,  and his  critique of  Hegel's  idealism 

has helped to shape the Marxist understanding of the 

relationship between thought  and reality,  the role  of 

the  working  class  in  history,  and  the  nature  of 

socialism.

Lenin's  critique  of  Hegel's  idealism  is  still  relevant 

today.  In  a  world  where  idealism  continues  to  be  a 
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powerful force, Lenin's materialist philosophy offers a 

powerful  antidote  to  the  idealism  of  Hegel  and  his 

followers.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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