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Introduction

America's  Guardians:  Understanding  the  Role  of 

Reserve  and  National  Guard  Forces  in  National 

Security

The Reserve and National Guard forces are a vital part 

of the United States military, constituting over half of 

the  nation's  total  military  mobilization  manpower. 

These  citizen  soldiers,  sailors,  airmen,  and  marines 

play a critical role in national security, both at home 

and abroad.

Throughout history, citizen soldiers have served their 

country  with  honor  and  distinction.  From  the  early 

days of the republic, when the militia was the primary 
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means of defense, to the present day, when the Reserve 

and National Guard are an essential part of the joint 

force, citizen soldiers have answered the call  to duty 

time and again.

In recent years, the Reserve and National Guard have 

been called upon to serve in a wide range of missions, 

from  fighting  terrorism  overseas  to  providing 

humanitarian  assistance  at  home.  They  have  proven 

themselves to be a flexible and adaptable force, capable 

of meeting a variety of challenges.

The Reserve and National Guard are a valuable asset to 

the  nation.  They  provide  a  cost-effective  way  to 

maintain  a  large  and  capable  military  force  without 

having to maintain a large standing army.  They also 

help to connect the military to the civilian community, 

ensuring that  the military remains  responsive to  the 

needs of the people.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

Reserve and National Guard forces. It  examines their 
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history,  structure,  and  missions,  and  it  explores  the 

challenges and opportunities facing these forces in the 

21st  century.  The book also  highlights  the  important 

contributions  that  citizen  soldiers  have  made  to  the 

defense of the United States.

The Reserve and National Guard forces are a vital part 

of  the  nation's  defense.  They  are  a  force  of  citizen 

soldiers  who  are  dedicated  to  serving  their  country. 

They are a force that is ready to answer the call to duty, 

whenever and wherever they are needed.
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Book Description

America's  Guardians:  Understanding  the  Role  of 

Reserve  and  National  Guard  Forces  in  National 

Security

America's  Guardians:  Understanding  the  Role  of 

Reserve  and  National  Guard  Forces  in  National 

Security provides a comprehensive overview of these 

citizen  soldiers  who  play  a  critical  role  in  national 

security, both at home and abroad.

This  book  examines  the  history  of  the  Reserve  and 

National Guard forces, from their origins in the early 

days of the republic to their current role as an essential 

part  of  the  joint  force.  It  explores  the  unique 

characteristics  of  these  forces,  including  their  dual 

mission of serving both state and federal governments, 

and  their  ability  to  quickly  mobilize  and  deploy  in 

times of crisis.
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The  book  also  discusses  the  challenges  and 

opportunities facing the Reserve and National Guard in 

the  21st  century.  These  challenges  include  the 

increasing complexity of warfare, the changing nature 

of threats to national security, and the need to balance 

military  readiness  with  the  demands  of  civilian  life. 

The  book  also  explores  the  opportunities  for  the 

Reserve and National  Guard to  play an even greater 

role  in  national  security,  such  as  in  the  areas  of 

homeland  defense,  cybersecurity,  and  special 

operations.

America's  Guardians  is  an  essential  resource  for 

anyone interested in the Reserve and National Guard 

forces.  It  is  a  comprehensive  and  up-to-date 

examination  of  these  forces,  their  history,  their 

missions,  and  their  challenges.  The  book  is  also  a 

tribute  to  the  men  and  women  who  serve  in  the 

Reserve  and  National  Guard,  who  are  dedicated  to 

serving  their  country  and  protecting  our  national 

security.
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This  book  is  written  in  an  engaging  and  accessible 

style, making it a valuable resource for both military 

professionals  and general  readers alike.  It  is  a  must-

read for anyone who wants to understand the role of 

the Reserve and National Guard in national security.

6



Chapter 1: The Citizen Soldier in History

The Origins of the Militia Tradition

The militia tradition in the United States dates back to 

the earliest days of European colonization. In the 17th 

and 18th centuries, militias were formed in each of the 

American colonies  as  a  means of  providing for  local 

defense against attack by Native Americans and other 

threats.  These militias were composed of  able-bodied 

men who were required to provide their own weapons 

and equipment.

The  militia  played  a  vital  role  in  the  American 

Revolution.  George  Washington,  the  commander-in-

chief of the Continental Army, relied heavily on militia 

units to supplement his regular troops. The militia also 

played a key role in the War of 1812 and the Mexican-

American War.

After  the  Mexican-American  War,  the  militia  system 

began  to  decline.  The  development  of  new 
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technologies,  such as  the  telegraph and the  railroad, 

made  it  possible  for  the  federal  government  to 

maintain  a  standing  army  that  could  be  deployed 

anywhere  in  the  country.  As  a  result,  the  militia 

became less important as a means of national defense.

However,  the  militia  tradition  did  not  disappear 

entirely. In the 20th century, the militia was revived in 

the form of the National Guard. The National Guard is a 

reserve  military  force  that  is  composed  of  citizen 

soldiers  who  are  trained  and  equipped  to  serve 

alongside  the  regular  armed  forces.  The  National 

Guard has played a vital role in every major conflict 

since  World  War  I,  and  it  continues  to  play  an 

important role in homeland security today.

The militia  tradition is  a  long and proud one in  the 

United  States.  Citizen  soldiers  have  served  their 

country  with  honor  and  distinction  for  over  two 

centuries. The militia tradition is a reminder that the 
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defense of the nation is not just the responsibility of the 

military, but of all citizens.

The militia tradition has its  roots in the Anglo-Saxon 

concept of the fyrd, a levy of all able-bodied men who 

were  required  to  serve  in  the  defense  of  their 

community.  The fyrd was used to repel  invasions by 

Vikings, Normans, and other enemies.

When English colonists came to America, they brought 

the  militia  tradition  with  them.  The  first  militias  in 

America were formed in the early 17th century. These 

militias  were  responsible  for  defending  the  colonies 

against attacks by Native Americans and other threats.

The  militia  played  a  vital  role  in  the  American 

Revolution.  George  Washington,  the  commander-in-

chief of the Continental Army, relied heavily on militia 

units to supplement his regular troops. The militia also 
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played a key role in the War of 1812 and the Mexican-

American War.

After  the  Mexican-American  War,  the  militia  system 

began  to  decline.  The  development  of  new 

technologies,  such as  the  telegraph and the  railroad, 

made  it  possible  for  the  federal  government  to 

maintain  a  standing  army  that  could  be  deployed 

anywhere  in  the  country.  As  a  result,  the  militia 

became less important as a means of national defense.

However,  the  militia  tradition  did  not  disappear 

entirely. In the 20th century, the militia was revived in 

the form of the National Guard. The National Guard is a 

reserve  military  force  that  is  composed  of  citizen 

soldiers  who  are  trained  and  equipped  to  serve 

alongside  the  regular  armed  forces.  The  National 

Guard has played a vital role in every major conflict 

since  World  War  I,  and  it  continues  to  play  an 

important role in homeland security today.
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The militia  tradition is  a  long and proud one in  the 

United  States.  Citizen  soldiers  have  served  their 

country  with  honor  and  distinction  for  over  two 

centuries. The militia tradition is a reminder that the 

defense of the nation is not just the responsibility of the 

military, but of all citizens.
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Chapter 1: The Citizen Soldier in History

The  Role  of  Reserve  and  National  Guard 

Forces in Major Conflicts

The Reserve and National Guard forces have played a 

vital  role  in  major  conflicts  throughout  American 

history.  From  the  Revolutionary  War  to  the  present 

day, citizen soldiers have answered the call to duty and 

served their country with honor and distinction.

In the Revolutionary War, the militia was the primary 

means  of  defense  for  the  American  colonies. 

Minutemen, who were citizen soldiers who were ready 

to fight at a minute's notice, played a critical role in the 

early battles of the war.  The Battle of Lexington and 

Concord,  which  is  often  considered  the  start  of  the 

Revolutionary War, was fought by minutemen.

During the Civil War, the Reserve and National Guard 

forces  were  instrumental  in  both  the  Union  and 

Confederate  armies.  Over  1  million  citizen  soldiers 
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served in the Union army, and over 500,000 served in 

the Confederate army. The Battle of Gettysburg, which 

is often considered the turning point of the Civil War, 

was fought largely by citizen soldiers.

In  the  First  World  War,  the  Reserve  and  National 

Guard forces were again called upon to serve. Over 1 

million  citizen  soldiers  served  in  the  American 

Expeditionary  Force  (AEF),  which  fought  in  Europe. 

The AEF played a critical role in the Allied victory in 

the war.

In  the  Second World  War,  the  Reserve  and National 

Guard forces were mobilized on a massive scale. Over 6 

million  citizen  soldiers  served  in  the  U.S.  military 

during the war. The Reserve and National Guard forces 

fought in every major theater of the war, from Europe 

to the Pacific.

In  the Korean War,  the Reserve and National  Guard 

forces were again called upon to serve. Over 1 million 

citizen soldiers served in the Korean War. The Reserve 
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and National Guard forces played a critical role in the 

defense of South Korea.

In the Vietnam War, the Reserve and National Guard 

forces  were  again  mobilized.  Over  500,000  citizen 

soldiers served in the Vietnam War. The Reserve and 

National Guard forces played a variety of roles in the 

war, including combat operations, support operations, 

and medical evacuation.

In the Global War on Terror, the Reserve and National 

Guard forces have been deployed to Afghanistan, Iraq, 

and  other  countries.  Over  2  million  citizen  soldiers 

have served in the Global War on Terror. The Reserve 

and National Guard forces have played a critical role in 

the fight against terrorism.

The Reserve and National Guard forces have a long and 

distinguished  history  of  service  to  the  United  States. 

Citizen soldiers have fought in every major conflict in 

American history, and they have always answered the 

call to duty. The Reserve and National Guard forces are 

14



a vital part of the nation's defense, and they continue to 

play a critical role in the security of the United States.
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Chapter 1: The Citizen Soldier in History

The Evolution of the Citizen Soldier Concept

The  concept  of  the  citizen  soldier  has  evolved  over 

time, reflecting changes in the nature of warfare, the 

role  of  the  military  in  society,  and  the  relationship 

between the military and the government.

In the early days of the United States, the militia was 

the  primary  means  of  defense.  All  able-bodied  men 

were required to serve in the militia,  and they were 

expected to be ready to defend their communities and 

their country at a moment's notice.

As  the  United  States  grew  and  became  more 

industrialized,  the  nature  of  warfare  changed.  It 

became  increasingly  difficult  for  citizen  soldiers  to 

maintain  the  skills  and  training  necessary  to  be 

effective  in  combat.  In  response,  the  United  States 

government  created  a  standing  army,  which  was 

composed of full-time professional soldiers.
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The  standing  army  gradually  took  over  the  primary 

responsibility for defending the United States, but the 

citizen  soldier  remained  an  important  part  of  the 

military. Citizen soldiers served in the National Guard, 

which  was  a  state-level  military  force,  and  in  the 

Reserves, which was a federal military force.

During  World  War  II,  the  United  States  mobilized 

millions of citizen soldiers to serve in the armed forces. 

These citizen soldiers played a vital role in the Allied 

victory.  After  the  war,  the  United States  government 

recognized the  importance  of  the  citizen soldier  and 

created a new reserve component, the Army National 

Guard of the United States.

The Army National Guard of the United States was a 

federal force that was composed of citizen soldiers who 

served part-time.  These  citizen  soldiers  were  trained 

and equipped to the same standards as the active duty 

military,  and  they  were  ready  to  be  activated  for 

service at a moment's notice.
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The  Army  National  Guard  of  the  United  States  has 

served  in  a  variety  of  missions,  both  at  home  and 

abroad. These missions have included fighting in wars, 

providing humanitarian assistance, and responding to 

natural disasters.

The  concept  of  the  citizen  soldier  has  evolved  over 

time, but the citizen soldier remains an important part 

of  the  United  States  military.  Citizen  soldiers  are 

dedicated to serving their country, and they are always 

ready to answer the call to duty.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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