
Housing  Policies  in  the  USA:  A 

Comprehensive Guide for All

Introduction

Housing is a fundamental human need, yet it is often 

overlooked in policy discussions. In the United States, 

housing policy has a long and complex history, dating 

back to the early days of the republic. Over the years, 

the federal  government has enacted a wide range of 

housing  programs,  from  public  housing  to  mortgage 

subsidies to fair housing laws.

These programs have had a significant impact on the 

lives  of  millions  of  Americans,  helping  to  provide 

affordable  housing,  promote  homeownership,  and 

combat  housing  discrimination.  However,  housing 

policy  has  also  been  a  source  of  controversy,  with 

1



critics arguing that it is too expensive, too bureaucratic, 

and too focused on helping the wealthy.

In recent years, the United States has faced a growing 

housing crisis. The cost of housing has risen faster than 

incomes, making it increasingly difficult for people to 

afford a place to live. This crisis has been particularly 

acute for low-income families and people of color.

In  response  to  the  housing  crisis,  policymakers  have 

begun to take a fresh look at housing policy. There is a 

growing  recognition  that  housing  is  not  just  a 

commodity, but a basic human right. As a result, there 

is  a  renewed  focus  on  creating  affordable  housing, 

promoting  homeownership,  and  combating  housing 

discrimination.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of 

housing  policy  in  the  United  States.  It  discusses  the 

history of housing policy, the current state of housing 

in  the  United  States,  and  the  challenges  and 

opportunities  facing  policymakers.  This  book  is 
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essential reading for anyone who wants to understand 

the role of housing policy in American society.
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Book Description

Housing is a fundamental human need, yet it is often 

overlooked in policy discussions. In the United States, 

housing policy has a long and complex history, dating 

back to the early days of the republic. Over the years, 

the federal  government has enacted a wide range of 

housing  programs,  from  public  housing  to  mortgage 

subsidies to fair housing laws.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of 

housing  policy  in  the  United  States.  It  discusses  the 

history of housing policy, the current state of housing 

in  the  United  States,  and  the  challenges  and 

opportunities facing policymakers.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand  the  role  of  housing  policy  in  American 

society. It is also a valuable resource for policymakers, 

practitioners, and students of housing policy.
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The book is divided into ten chapters, which cover the 

following topics:

 The history of housing policy in the United States

 The current state of housing in the United States

 The role of federal, state, and local governments 

in housing policy

 Subsidized housing programs

 Homeownership programs

 Rental housing programs

 Fair housing laws

 Housing and community development

 Housing and sustainability

 Housing and health

The book is written in a clear and concise style, making 

it accessible to a wide range of readers. It is also well-

researched and up-to-date, making it an authoritative 

source of information on housing policy in the United 

States.
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Chapter  1:  Understanding  US  Housing 

Policy

The Evolution of Housing Policy in the United 

States

The history of housing policy in the United States is a 

long  and  complex  one.  The  federal  government  has 

been involved in housing policy since the early days of 

the republic, but the scope and focus of its involvement 

has changed over time.

In  the  early  20th  century,  the  federal  government 

began to take a more active role in housing policy. This 

was  due  in  part  to  the  growing  awareness  of  the 

importance of housing to public health and safety. In 

1934,  the  National  Housing  Act  created  the  Federal 

Housing  Administration  (FHA),  which  insured 

mortgages  for  homebuyers.  This  made  it  easier  for 

people  to  buy homes,  and it  helped to  stimulate  the 

housing market.
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In  the  1940s  and  1950s,  the  federal  government 

continued  to  expand  its  role  in  housing  policy.  The 

Housing  Act  of  1949  created  the  Public  Housing 

Administration (PHA), which provided subsidies for the 

construction of public housing for low-income families. 

The Housing Act  of  1954 created the Urban Renewal 

Administration (URA),  which provided grants  for  the 

redevelopment of blighted areas.

The 1960s saw a major shift in housing policy. The Fair 

Housing  Act  of  1968  prohibited  discrimination  in 

housing based on race, color, religion, sex, or national 

origin. This law was a major victory for the civil rights 

movement,  and  it  helped  to  open  up  housing 

opportunities for all Americans.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the federal government began 

to  scale  back its  involvement  in  housing policy.  This 

was  due  in  part  to  the  growing  budget  deficit.  The 

Reagan administration in particular sought to reduce 
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the  role  of  the  federal  government  in  housing  and 

other social programs.

In  the  1990s  and  2000s,  the  federal  government 

continued  to  make  changes  to  housing  policy.  The 

Clinton  administration  introduced  the  HOPE  VI 

program, which provided grants for the redevelopment 

of  public  housing  projects.  The  Bush  administration 

introduced  the  No  Child  Left  Behind  Act,  which 

included provisions to improve the quality of housing 

for children.

The Obama administration made housing policy a top 

priority. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

of  2009  included  billions  of  dollars  in  funding  for 

affordable housing and homeless assistance. The Dodd-

Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act 

of  2010  included  provisions  to  reform  the  mortgage 

market and prevent future housing bubbles.

The  Trump  administration  has  made  changes  to 

housing policy as well.  The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
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2017 included provisions that reduced the amount of 

money that homeowners could deduct from their taxes. 

The administration has also proposed cuts to funding 

for affordable housing and homeless assistance.

The history of housing policy in the United States is a 

complex  one,  and  it  is  still  evolving.  The  federal 

government  has  played  a  major  role  in  shaping 

housing  policy,  but  the  scope  and  focus  of  its 

involvement  has  changed  over  time.  The  future  of 

housing policy in the United States is uncertain, but it is 

clear that housing is a critical issue that will continue 

to be debated by policymakers for years to come.
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Chapter  1:  Understanding  US  Housing 

Policy

Key  Concepts  and  Institutions  in  Housing 

Policy

Housing policy in the United States is a complex and 

multifaceted  field.  It  encompasses  a  wide  range  of 

programs  and  initiatives,  from  public  housing  to 

mortgage  subsidies  to  fair  housing  laws.  These 

programs are designed to address a variety of housing 

needs,  from  providing  affordable  housing  for  low-

income  families  to  promoting  homeownership  to 

combating housing discrimination.

To understand housing policy in the United States, it is 

important to first understand some of the key concepts 

and institutions involved.

Housing Need: Housing need refers to the number of 

households  that  lack  adequate  housing.  This  can 
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include households that are living in overcrowded or 

substandard housing, households that are paying more 

than 30% of their income on housing, and households 

that are homeless.

Affordable  Housing: Affordable  housing  is  housing 

that  is  priced  at  a  level  that  households  can  afford 

without  paying  more  than  30%  of  their  income  on 

housing costs.

Subsidized  Housing: Subsidized  housing  is  housing 

that is provided to low-income households at a below-

market rent. This can include public housing, Section 8 

housing vouchers, and low-income housing tax credits.

Homeownership: Homeownership is the ownership of 

a home by an individual or family. Homeownership is 

often seen as a sign of financial stability and success.

Fair Housing: Fair housing refers to the principle that 

everyone has the right to live in the housing of their 

11



choice, regardless of their race, color, religion, national 

origin, sex, familial status, or disability.

The  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 

Development  (HUD): HUD  is  the  federal  agency 

responsible  for  housing  policy  in  the  United  States. 

HUD administers a wide range of  housing programs, 

including public housing, Section 8 housing vouchers, 

and fair housing enforcement.

These are just some of the key concepts and institutions 

involved  in  housing  policy  in  the  United  States.  By 

understanding these concepts and institutions, you can 

better  understand  the  complex  challenges  facing 

policymakers  and  the  various  ways  in  which  these 

challenges are being addressed.
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Chapter  1:  Understanding  US  Housing 

Policy

The  Role  of  Federal,  State,  and  Local 

Governments

Housing policy in the United States is a complex and 

multi-layered system that  involves federal,  state,  and 

local  governments.  Each  level  of  government  has  its 

own role to play in ensuring that all Americans have 

access to safe, affordable, and quality housing.

The  federal  government  plays  a  significant  role  in 

housing  policy  through  a  variety  of  programs  and 

initiatives.  These  include  public  housing,  Section  8 

vouchers,  and  mortgage  subsidies.  The  federal 

government also sets  fair  housing laws and provides 

funding for affordable housing development.

State  governments  also  play  an  important  role  in 

housing policy.  They administer  many of  the federal 
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housing  programs  and  also  have  their  own  housing 

programs  and  initiatives.  For  example,  many  states 

have  rent  control  laws  and  provide  funding  for 

affordable housing development.

Local governments also play a role in housing policy. 

They  are  responsible  for  zoning  and  land  use 

regulations, which can have a significant impact on the 

availability  and  affordability  of  housing.  Local 

governments  also  provide  funding  for  affordable 

housing  development  and  may  have  their  own  fair 

housing laws.

The roles  of  federal,  state,  and local  governments  in 

housing policy are often intertwined. For example, the 

federal  government  provides  funding  for  affordable 

housing development, but state and local governments 

administer  these  programs  and  determine  how  the 

funds are used.

The involvement of  multiple levels of  government in 

housing policy can sometimes lead to duplication and 
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inefficiency. However, it also allows for a diversity of 

approaches  to  addressing  the  housing  needs  of 

different communities.

The Federal Role in Housing Policy

The  federal  government  plays  a  significant  role  in 

housing  policy  through  a  variety  of  programs  and 

initiatives. These include:

 Public  housing:  Public  housing  is  a  federally 

funded  program  that  provides  affordable 

housing to low-income families and individuals.

 Section  8  vouchers:  Section  8  vouchers  are  a 

federally  funded  program  that  provides  rental 

assistance  to  low-income  families  and 

individuals.

 Mortgage  subsidies:  Mortgage  subsidies  are  a 

federally funded program that helps low-income 

families and individuals purchase homes.

 Fair housing laws: The federal government has 

enacted  a  number  of  fair  housing  laws  that 
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prohibit  discrimination  in  housing  based  on 

race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial 

status, and disability.

The State Role in Housing Policy

State  governments  also  play  an  important  role  in 

housing policy.  They administer  many of  the federal 

housing  programs  and  also  have  their  own  housing 

programs and initiatives. These include:

 Rent  control  laws:  Rent  control  laws  limit  the 

amount  of  rent  that  landlords  can  charge  for 

rental housing.

 Funding  for  affordable  housing  development: 

State  governments  provide  funding  for 

affordable  housing  development  through  a 

variety of programs.

 Fair housing laws: Many states have their own 

fair housing laws that prohibit discrimination in 

housing based on race,  color,  religion,  national 

origin, sex, familial status, and disability.
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The Local Role in Housing Policy

Local governments also play a role in housing policy. 

They  are  responsible  for  zoning  and  land  use 

regulations, which can have a significant impact on the 

availability  and  affordability  of  housing.  Local 

governments  also  provide  funding  for  affordable 

housing  development  and  may  have  their  own  fair 

housing laws. These include:

 Zoning  and  land  use  regulations:  Zoning  and 

land use regulations determine how land can be 

used in a particular area. These regulations can 

have a significant impact on the availability and 

affordability  of  housing.  For  example,  zoning 

regulations  that  restrict  the  construction  of 

multi-family housing can make it more difficult 

for people to find affordable housing.

 Funding  for  affordable  housing  development: 

Local  governments  provide  funding  for 

affordable  housing  development  through  a 
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variety of programs. These programs can help to 

create  new  affordable  housing  units  and  to 

preserve existing affordable housing units.

 Fair housing laws: Many local governments have 

their  own  fair  housing  laws  that  prohibit 

discrimination in housing based on race,  color, 

religion, national origin, sex, familial status, and 

disability.
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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