
A Firsthand Account

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco was born in the United States  to 

immigrant parents. He grew up hearing stories about 

their  struggles  and  triumphs,  and  he  was  always 

fascinated  by  the  immigrant  experience.  As  he  got 

older,  he  began  to  realize  that  the  immigrant 

experience was not just a story of the past, but also a 

story of the present.  Immigrants continue to come to 

the United States  in search of  a  better  life,  and they 

continue to face many of the same challenges that their 

predecessors did.

Pasquale  De  Marco  believes  that  the  immigrant 

experience is an important part of the American story. 

It is a story of hope, resilience, and determination. It is 

a story that should be told and retold, so that we can all 
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better  understand  the  challenges  and  triumphs  of 

immigrants.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco shares the stories of 

several immigrants who have come to the United States 

in  search  of  a  better  life.  These  stories  are  both 

heartbreaking and inspiring, and they offer a unique 

glimpse into the immigrant experience.

Pasquale  De  Marco  hopes  that  this  book  will  help 

readers  to  better  understand  the  challenges  and 

triumphs  of  immigrants.  He  also  hopes  that  it  will 

inspire  readers  to  get  involved  in  the  fight  for 

immigrant rights.

The  immigrant  experience  is  a  complex  and 

multifaceted one. It is a story of hope, resilience, and 

determination.  It  is  also  a  story  of  struggle  and 

hardship.  But  through  it  all,  immigrants  have  made 

significant  contributions  to  American  society.  They 

have  helped  to  build  our  country,  and  they  have 

enriched our culture.
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The immigrant experience is an important part of the 

American story.  It  is  a  story that  should be told and 

retold,  so  that  we  can  all  better  understand  the 

challenges and triumphs of immigrants.
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Book Description

A Firsthand Account is a powerful and moving account 

of the immigrant experience in America. Through the 

stories  of  several  immigrants  who have come to  the 

United  States  in  search  of  a  better  life,  Pasquale  De 

Marco offers a unique glimpse into the challenges and 

triumphs of immigrants.

These  stories  are  both  heartbreaking  and  inspiring. 

They tell of the struggles that immigrants face as they 

leave their home countries and families behind, and of 

the  determination  and  resilience  they  show  as  they 

build new lives in a new land.

A  Firsthand Account  is  a  reminder  of  the  important 

role that immigrants have played in shaping American 

society.  They  have  helped  to  build  our  country,  and 

they have enriched our  culture.  Their  stories  are  an 

inspiration to us all.
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In  A Firsthand Account,  Pasquale  De Marco tells  the 

story of Maria, a young woman from Mexico who came 

to the United States to escape poverty and violence. She 

worked long hours in low-paying jobs to support her 

family,  and  she  faced  discrimination  and  prejudice 

along the way. But she never gave up on her dream of a 

better life for herself and her children.

Pasquale  De  Marco  also  tells  the  story  of  Ahmed,  a 

refugee from Syria who came to the United States after 

his  home was  destroyed in  the  war.  He struggled to 

learn English and find a job, but he eventually found 

success as a small business owner. Ahmed's story is a 

reminder of the resilience of the human spirit, and of 

the power of hope.

The stories in A Firsthand Account are a testament to 

the  strength  and  determination  of  immigrants.  They 

are stories of hope, resilience, and triumph. They are 

stories that should be told and retold, so that we can all 
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better  understand  the  challenges  and  triumphs  of 

immigrants.
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Chapter 1: The Arrival

Topic 1: Crossing the Ocean

The journey across the ocean was long and arduous. 

The  ship  was  crowded  and  unsanitary,  and  the 

passengers were often seasick.  Many died during the 

voyage, and those who survived were often weak and 

sick when they finally arrived in America.

Despite  the  hardships  of  the  journey,  the  passengers 

were filled with hope.  They had come to America in 

search of  a  better  life,  and they were determined to 

make the most of their new opportunities.

The  passengers  on  the  ship  came  from  all  over  the 

world.  They  spoke  different  languages,  had  different 

customs,  and  came from different  cultures.  But  they 

were all united by their shared dream of a better life.

The  journey  across  the  ocean  was  a  life-changing 

experience for the passengers.  It  was a time of great 

hardship,  but  it  was  also  a  time  of  great  hope.  The 
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passengers  who  survived  the  voyage  arrived  in 

America  with  a  new  appreciation  for  life  and  a 

determination  to  make  the  most  of  their  new 

opportunities.
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Chapter 1: The Arrival

Topic 2: Ellis Island

Ellis  Island was the main immigration station in  the 

United States from 1892 to 1954. Millions of immigrants 

passed through Ellis Island on their way to a new life in 

America.

The  journey  to  Ellis  Island  was  long  and  arduous. 

Immigrants often traveled for weeks in crowded and 

unsanitary  conditions.  Many  arrived  at  Ellis  Island 

exhausted and sick.

Once  at  Ellis  Island,  immigrants  were  processed  by 

immigration officials. They were asked questions about 

their health, their family, and their reasons for coming 

to America. Many immigrants were also given medical 

exams.

The  process  of  being  processed  at  Ellis  Island  could 

take  hours  or  even  days.  Some  immigrants  were 

detained for further questioning or medical treatment. 
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Others  were denied entry into the United States  and 

sent back to their home countries.

Despite the challenges, Ellis Island was a place of hope 

and opportunity for millions of immigrants. It was the 

first place they set foot on American soil, and it was the 

place where they began their new lives.

Today, Ellis Island is a museum dedicated to the history 

of immigration in the United States. The museum tells 

the stories of the millions of immigrants who passed 

through Ellis Island, and it celebrates the contributions 

that immigrants have made to American society.

Ellis  Island is  a  reminder  of  the  important  role  that 

immigration  has  played  in  the  history  of  the  United 

States. It is a symbol of hope and opportunity, and it is 

a testament to the resilience of the human spirit.

Here are some specific examples of the challenges 

that immigrants faced at Ellis Island:
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 Many immigrants arrived at Ellis Island sick and 

exhausted.  They  had  traveled  for  weeks  in 

crowded and unsanitary conditions.

 Immigrants  were  often  detained  for  hours  or 

even days while they were being processed. This 

could be a very stressful and uncertain time for 

them.

 Some  immigrants  were  denied  entry  into  the 

United  States  and  sent  back  to  their  home 

countries.  This  could  be  a  devastating  blow to 

their hopes and dreams.

 Even  those  immigrants  who  were  allowed  to 

enter  the  United  States  often  faced 

discrimination  and  prejudice.  They  were  often 

seen as outsiders, and they had to work hard to 

prove themselves.

Despite these challenges, Ellis Island was a place of 

hope and opportunity for millions of immigrants. It 

was the first place they set foot on American soil, and it 
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was  the  place  where  they  began  their  new  lives. 

Immigrants came to Ellis Island with dreams of a better 

future, and many of them achieved those dreams. 
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Chapter 1: The Arrival

Topic 3: The New World

The New World was a place of both opportunity and 

danger for immigrants. On the one hand, it offered the 

chance to start a new life and escape the poverty and 

oppression of their home countries. On the other hand, 

it  was  a  strange  and  unfamiliar  place,  where 

immigrants faced discrimination and prejudice.

For many immigrants, the New World was a place of 

hope. They came here with dreams of building a better 

life  for  themselves  and  their  families.  They  were 

willing  to  work  hard  and  sacrifice  to  achieve  their 

goals.

But the New World was not always a welcoming place. 

Immigrants  often  faced  discrimination  from  native-

born  Americans.  They  were  seen  as  outsiders  and 

treated with  suspicion.  They were  often denied jobs, 

housing, and education.
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Despite  the  challenges,  immigrants  persevered.  They 

built  communities  and  businesses,  and  they 

contributed to  the  growth of  the  United States.  They 

became part of the fabric of American society, and they 

helped  to  make  this  country  a  more  diverse  and 

vibrant place.

The New World was a place of both opportunity and 

danger for immigrants. But it was also a place of hope 

and resilience. Immigrants came here with dreams of a 

better  life,  and  they  were  willing  to  work  hard  to 

achieve their goals. Despite the challenges they faced, 

they persevered and helped to make the United States a 

more diverse and vibrant place.

Here are some specific examples of the challenges and 

opportunities that immigrants faced in the New World:

 Challenge: Discrimination.  Immigrants  often 

faced  discrimination  from  native-born 

Americans.  They  were  seen  as  outsiders  and 
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treated with suspicion. They were often denied 

jobs, housing, and education.

 Opportunity: Economic  opportunity.  The  New 

World offered immigrants the chance to start a 

new life and escape the poverty and oppression 

of  their  home  countries.  They  could  find  jobs, 

start  businesses,  and  build  a  better  life  for 

themselves and their families.

 Challenge: Cultural differences. The New World 

was  a  strange  and  unfamiliar  place  for 

immigrants.  They  had  to  adjust  to  a  new 

language, a new culture, and new customs.

 Opportunity: Education. The New World offered 

immigrants the opportunity to get an education. 

They could attend school, learn English, and gain 

the  skills  they  needed to  succeed in  their  new 

country.

Despite  the  challenges,  immigrants  persevered.  They 

built  communities  and  businesses,  and  they 
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contributed to  the  growth of  the  United States.  They 

became part of the fabric of American society, and they 

helped  to  make  this  country  a  more  diverse  and 

vibrant place.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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