Emperors of a Dying World

Introduction

The fall of the Western Roman Empire in the 5th
century CE marked a watershed moment in world
history. For over four centuries, Rome had been the
dominant power in Europe and the Mediterranean,
and its collapse left a power vacuum that would be
filled by a variety of Germanic successor states. In the
East, however, the Roman Empire survived for another
thousand years, and it continued to play a major role in

European and Mediterranean history.

The Eastern Roman Empire, also known as the
Byzantine Empire, was a complex and fascinating
civilization that spanned a wide range of cultures and
languages. It was a melting pot of Greek, Roman, and
Oriental influences, and it produced a rich and vibrant

culture that was far removed from that of its Western
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counterpart. The Byzantines were also skilled
diplomats and administrators, and they managed to
maintain a stable and prosperous empire for centuries,
despite being constantly under threat from enemies on

all sides.

One of the most fascinating aspects of the Byzantine
Empire is its relationship with the later Roman
emperors. These emperors were a diverse group of
individuals, ranging from strong and capable rulers to
weak and incompetent ones. Some of them were
beloved by their subjects, while others were despised.
But all of them played a role in shaping the history of

the Byzantine Empire.

In this book, we will take a closer look at the later
Roman emperors and their impact on the Byzantine
Empire. We will examine their lives and careers, their
successes and failures, and their legacies. We will also
explore the challenges that the empire faced during

this period, and how the emperors responded to them.



By the end of this book, you will have a better
understanding of the Byzantine Empire and the role
that the later Roman emperors played in its history.
You will also have a greater appreciation for the
complexity and resilience of this remarkable

civilization.



Book Description

Emperors of a Dying World tells the story of the later
Roman emperors and their impact on the Byzantine
Empire. From the reign of Diocletian in the late 3rd
century CE to the fall of Constantinople in 1453, the
Byzantine Empire was a major power in Europe and
the Mediterranean. It was a complex and fascinating
civilization that spanned a wide range of cultures and
languages, and it produced a rich and vibrant culture
that was far removed from that of its Western

counterpart.

This book takes a closer look at the later Roman
emperors and their role in shaping the history of the
Byzantine Empire. We will examine their lives and
careers, their successes and failures, and their legacies.
We will also explore the challenges that the empire
faced during this period, and how the emperors

responded to them.



Some of the emperors we will meet in this book

include:

e Diocletian, who reformed the empire and
divided it into four parts

e Constantine, who legalized Christianity and
moved the capital to Constantinople

e Julian the Apostate, who tried to revive paganism

e Justinian, who reconquered much of the Western
Empire

e Heraclius, who defeated the Persians and the
Arabs

e Leo III, who saved Constantinople from the
Umayyads

e Basil II, who expanded the empire to its greatest

extent

These are just a few of the many fascinating characters
who will appear in this book. Through their stories, we

will learn about the rise and fall of the Byzantine



Empire, and we will gain a better understanding of one

of the most important civilizations in world history.

Whether you are a student of history, a fan of historical
fiction, or simply someone who is curious about the
Byzantine Empire, Emperors of a Dying World is a

book that you will not want to miss.



Chapter 1: The Empire in Decline

The Fall of the Western Empire

The fall of the Western Roman Empire in the 5th
century CE was a complex and multifaceted event that
had a profound impact on the course of European
history. There were many factors that contributed to
the empire's collapse, including political instability,

economic decline, military defeats, and social unrest.

One of the most important factors in the fall of the
Western Roman Empire was political instability. After
the death of the emperor Theodosius I in 395 CE, the
empire was divided into two halves, with one half
ruled from Rome and the other half ruled from
Constantinople. This division weakened the empire and

made it more difficult to defend against its enemies.

Another factor that contributed to the fall of the
Western Roman Empire was economic decline. The

empire had been suffering from economic problems
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for centuries, and these problems were exacerbated by
the barbarian invasions of the 4th and 5th centuries CE.
The invasions disrupted trade and commerce, and they

also led to a decline in agricultural production.

Military defeats also played a role in the fall of the
Western Roman Empire. The empire's armies were
increasingly unable to defeat the barbarian invaders.
In 410 CE, the Visigoths sacked Rome, and in 455 CE,
the Vandals sacked Rome again. These defeats further
weakened the empire and made it more vulnerable to

attack.

Finally, social unrest also contributed to the fall of the
Western Roman Empire. The empire was plagued by
poverty, inequality, and crime. The vast majority of the
population lived in poverty, and they were often
exploited by the wealthy and powerful. This led to
widespread resentment and unrest, which further

weakened the empire.



The fall of the Western Roman Empire was a watershed
moment in world history. It marked the end of the
classical world and the beginning of the Middle Ages.
The empire's collapse had a profound impact on
Europe, and it helped to shape the course of European

history for centuries to come.



Chapter 1: The Empire in Decline

The Rise of the Eastern Empire

The fall of the Western Roman Empire in the 5th
century CE left a power vacuum that was quickly filled
by a variety of Germanic successor states. In the East,
however, the Roman Empire survived for another
thousand years, thanks in part to the rise of a new

capital city, Constantinople.

Constantinople was founded by the Roman emperor
Constantine the Great in 330 CE on the site of the
ancient Greek city of Byzantium. Constantine believed
that the city was ideally located to serve as the capital
of the Roman Empire, as it was situated at the
crossroads of Europe and Asia and could be easily

defended from attack.

The city quickly grew in size and importance, and it
soon became the largest and most prosperous city in

the Eastern Roman Empire. Constantinople was also a
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major center of culture and learning, and it attracted

scholars and artists from all over the world.

The rise of Constantinople helped to stabilize the
Eastern Roman Empire and allowed it to survive the
fall of the Western Empire. The city also served as a
bulwark against the Persians and other enemies from

the East.

In addition to Constantinople, the Eastern Roman
Empire was also strengthened by a series of reforms
that were carried out by the emperor Diocletian in the
late 3rd century CE. These reforms included the
division of the empire into two halves, the East and the
West, and the creation of a new system of government

that was more centralized and efficient.

The reforms of Diocletian helped to stabilize the
Eastern Roman Empire and allowed it to survive for
centuries after the fall of the Western Empire. The

empire continued to be a major power in the
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Mediterranean world, and it played a key role in the

development of European civilization.
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Chapter 1: The Empire in Decline

The Barbarian Invasions

In the 3rd century CE, the Roman Empire began to face
a new and serious threat: the barbarian invasions.
Germanic tribes, such as the Goths, Vandals, and Huns,
began to migrate into Roman territory, driven by a
combination of population growth, climate change, and

political instability in their homelands.

At first, the Romans were able to repel these incursions.
The emperor Aurelian, for example, defeated the Goths
at the Battle of Naissus in 269 CE, and the emperor
Probus defeated the Vandals and Burgundians in 277
CE. However, as the pressure from the barbarians
increased, the Romans found it increasingly difficult to

defend their borders.

In 376 CE, a large group of Visigoths, fleeing from the
Huns, crossed the Danube River and entered the

Roman Empire. The emperor Valens granted them
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permission to settle in Thrace, but the Visigoths soon
revolted and began to raid the surrounding
countryside. In 378 CE, they defeated the Roman army
at the Battle of Adrianople, killing Valens in the

process.

The Battle of Adrianople was a watershed moment in
Roman history. It marked the first time that a Roman
emperor had been killed in battle by barbarians. It also
showed that the Roman army was no longer able to

protect the empire from its enemies.

The barbarian invasions had a devastating impact on
the Roman Empire. They caused widespread
destruction and loss of life. They also led to the
displacement of millions of people, as Romans fled
from the violence and chaos. The invasions also
contributed to the economic decline of the empire, as

trade and commerce were disrupted.

The barbarian invasions were a major factor in the fall
of the Western Roman Empire in 476 CE. However, the
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Eastern Roman Empire, also known as the Byzantine
Empire, survived for another thousand years. The
Byzantines were able to withstand the barbarian
invasions by building strong fortifications, maintaining
a powerful army, and adopting a policy of

accommodation with the barbarians.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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