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Grandmasters

Introduction

The  world  of  chess  is  a  fascinating  one,  filled  with 

strategic  depth,  tactical  brilliance,  and  psychological 

intrigue.  It  is  a  game  that  has  captivated  minds  for 

centuries, and continues to be enjoyed by people of all 

ages  and  skill  levels.  Whether  you  are  a  seasoned 

player  looking  to  improve  your  game or  a  complete 

beginner just starting out, this book is the perfect guide 

to help you understand the intricacies of chess and take 

your skills to the next level.

In this comprehensive guide, Pasquale De Marco delves 

into the rich history of chess, tracing its origins back to 

ancient civilizations and exploring how the game has 
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evolved  over  time.  You  will  learn  about  the  various 

pieces  and  their  unique  movements,  as  well  as  the 

basic rules and principles that govern the game. From 

there,  Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  you  on  a  journey 

through the different stages of a chess game, from the 

opening  moves  to  the  endgame,  providing  clear  and 

concise explanations of each phase.

Along the way, you will discover the secrets of strategic 

thinking, learning how to evaluate positions, anticipate 

your opponent's moves, and develop a comprehensive 

plan for victory. You will also explore the art of tactics, 

learning  how  to  identify  and  exploit  weaknesses  in 

your  opponent's  position,  and  how  to  create  threats 

that can lead to checkmate.

Throughout  the  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides 

numerous  examples  from  famous  games  played  by 

grandmasters, illustrating key concepts and techniques 

in action. These examples will help you to understand 
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the  thought  processes  of  top  players  and learn from 

their successes and mistakes.

Whether  you  are  looking  to  improve  your  skills  for 

competitive  play  or  simply  want  to  enjoy  the  game 

more, this book is an essential resource. With its clear 

explanations, insightful analysis, and engaging writing 

style, this book will help you to unlock the secrets of 

chess and become a more confident and skilled player.
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Book Description

Step  into  the  captivating  world  of  chess  with  The 

Strategic  Genius  of  Chess:  Unraveling  the  Secrets  of 

Grandmasters,  the  ultimate  guide  to  mastering  the 

game of strategy and skill. Written by renowned chess 

expert Pasquale De Marco, this comprehensive volume 

delves  into  the  intricacies  of  chess,  providing  a 

thorough  understanding  of  the  game's  history,  rules, 

and techniques.

For  beginners,  The  Strategic  Genius  of  Chess: 

Unraveling  the  Secrets  of  Grandmasters  serves  as  a 

patient and knowledgeable instructor, introducing the 

fundamental concepts of chess, from the movement of 

pieces  to  the  basic  principles  of  strategy.  With  clear 

explanations  and  illustrative  examples,  Pasquale  De 

Marco guides readers through the various stages of a 

chess game, helping them to develop a solid foundation 

in the fundamentals.
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Seasoned  players  will  find  The  Strategic  Genius  of 

Chess:  Unraveling  the  Secrets  of  Grandmasters  an 

invaluable  resource  for  honing  their  skills  and 

expanding their knowledge of the game. Pasquale De 

Marco  offers  in-depth  analysis  of  advanced  tactics, 

strategic  thinking,  and endgame techniques,  drawing 

upon  real-world  examples  from  famous  matches  to 

illustrate key concepts.

Throughout the book, Pasquale De Marco emphasizes 

the importance of critical thinking, pattern recognition, 

and psychological factors in chess. Readers will learn 

how to evaluate positions, anticipate their opponent's 

moves,  and  develop  a  comprehensive  strategy  for 

victory.

More than just a guide to playing chess, The Strategic 

Genius  of  Chess:  Unraveling  the  Secrets  of 

Grandmasters  is  an  exploration  of  the  game's  rich 

history  and cultural  significance.  Pasquale  De  Marco 

traces the evolution of chess from its ancient origins to 
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its  modern-day  popularity,  shedding  light  on  the 

game's role in art, literature, and education.

With its clear and engaging writing style, The Strategic 

Genius  of  Chess:  Unraveling  the  Secrets  of 

Grandmasters  is  the  perfect  companion  for  chess 

enthusiasts  of  all  levels.  Whether  you're  a  beginner 

looking  to  make  your  first  move  or  an  experienced 

player seeking to elevate your game, this book provides 

the knowledge and insights you need to succeed.
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Chapter 1: Laying the Foundation

The History of Chess

The  history  of  chess  is  a  long  and  fascinating  one, 

dating  back  centuries.  The  earliest  known  form  of 

chess was played in India in the 6th century AD, known 

as  chaturanga.  Chaturanga  was  a  game  for  four 

players,  and the pieces were moved on a 8x8 board. 

The game was spread to Persia and other parts of Asia, 

and  eventually  made  its  way  to  Europe  in  the  10th 

century.

The  rules  of  chess  have  changed  over  time,  but  the 

basic principles of the game have remained the same. 

The  objective  of  the  game  is  to  checkmate  the 

opponent's king, which is when the king is under attack 

and has no way to escape. The pieces in chess are the 

king, queen, rook, bishop, knight, and pawn. Each piece 

has  its  own  unique  movement  pattern,  and  players 
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must use their pieces strategically in order to achieve 

victory.

Chess has been enjoyed by people of all ages and skill 

levels for centuries. It is a game that requires both skill 

and strategy, and it can be a challenging and rewarding 

game to play.  Chess has also been used as a tool for 

education,  as  it  can help  to  develop critical  thinking 

skills.

Today, chess is played by millions of people around the 

world.  There are many chess tournaments held each 

year, and the game is even featured in the Olympics. 

Chess  is  a  truly  global  game,  and  it  continues  to  be 

enjoyed by people of all ages and skill levels.

Here are some of the key moments in the history of 

chess:

 6th century AD: Chaturanga, the earliest known 

form of chess, is played in India.
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 10th century AD: Chess is introduced to Europe 

by Muslim traders.

 15th  century  AD:  The  first  chess  books  are 

published.

 18th  century  AD:  The  first  chess  clubs  are 

formed.

 19th  century  AD:  The  first  international  chess 

tournament is held.

 20th  century  AD:  Chess  becomes  a  popular 

spectator sport.

 21st century AD: Chess continues to be enjoyed 

by people of all ages and skill levels around the 

world.
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 Chapter 1: Laying the Foundation

 The Basic Rules of the Game

The game of chess is played on a square board divided 

into 64 smaller squares, arranged in an 8x8 grid. The 

board  is  colored  in  a  checkerboard  pattern,  with 

alternating light and dark squares. Each player has 16 

pieces:  one king,  one queen,  two rooks,  two bishops, 

two knights, and eight pawns. The pieces are placed on 

the board in a specific starting position, with the white 

pieces occupying the two rows closest to the player and 

the black pieces occupying the two rows closest to the 

opponent.

The  objective  of  the  game  is  to  checkmate  the 

opponent's king, which is when the king is under attack 

(in check) and has no way to move out of check. The 

game begins with the white player making a move, and 

then the black player responds with a move.  Players 

take turns moving their pieces one square at a time, 
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according  to  the  rules  that  govern  each  piece's 

movement.

The king is the most important piece on the board, and 

its capture results in an immediate loss for the player. 

The queen is the most powerful piece, and it can move 

in any direction, horizontally, vertically, or diagonally. 

The  rook  can  move  horizontally  or  vertically  any 

number of  squares.  The bishop can move diagonally 

any  number  of  squares.  The  knight  moves  in  an  L-

shape,  two  squares  in  one  direction  and  then  one 

square  perpendicularly.  The  pawn  can  only  move 

forward one square at a time, except for its first move, 

when  it  can  move  forward  two  squares.  Pawns  can 

only  capture  pieces  that  are  diagonally  in  front  of 

them.

When a player's piece lands on a square occupied by 

an opponent's piece, the opponent's piece is captured 

and removed from the board.  The capturing piece is 
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then placed on the square that  was occupied by the 

captured piece.

The game continues until  one player checkmates the 

other player's king. If neither player can checkmate the 

other player's king, the game ends in a draw.
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Chapter 1: Laying the Foundation

The Various Pieces and Their Moves

In  the  world  of  chess,  each  piece  possesses  unique 

characteristics  and capabilities  that  contribute  to  the 

strategic  depth  and  complexity  of  the  game. 

Understanding  the  movement  and  abilities  of  each 

piece is essential for developing a solid foundation and 

mastering the intricacies of chess.

Let us begin with the king, the most important piece on 

the board. The king's safety is paramount, as its capture 

results in checkmate and the end of the game. It moves 

one square in any direction, providing it is not under 

attack.  The  king's  special  move  is  castling,  where  it 

moves two squares towards a rook on the same rank, 

simultaneously moving the rook to the other side of the 

king.  Castling allows the king to quickly reach safety 

and bring a rook into play.
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Next,  we  have  the  queen,  the  most  powerful  and 

versatile piece on the board. The queen moves in any 

direction, horizontally, vertically, or diagonally, for any 

number of squares, as long as its path is clear. Due to 

its wide range of movement and attacking power, the 

queen  is  often  referred  to  as  the  "Minister"  or  the 

"Prime Minister" in some chess cultures.

The rook is a formidable piece that excels in controlling 

open files and ranks. It moves horizontally or vertically 

for any number of squares, making it a potent force in 

both  attack  and  defense.  Rooks  are  particularly 

effective  when  doubled  on  the  same  file  or  when 

controlling key open lines across the board.

The bishop is a long-range piece that moves diagonally 

for any number of squares. It is often considered the 

"second queen" due to  its  ability  to  influence distant 

parts of the board and its effectiveness in controlling 

diagonals. Bishops are particularly strong when paired 
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on  opposite-colored  diagonals,  creating  a  powerful 

attacking force.

The  knight  is  a  unique  piece  that  moves  in  an  "L" 

pattern,  two  squares  in  one  direction  and  then  one 

square  perpendicularly.  It  is  the  only  piece  that  can 

jump over other pieces, giving it the ability to access 

squares that may be blocked by other pieces. Knights 

are  particularly  effective  in  closed  positions,  where 

their jumping ability allows them to bypass pawns and 

other obstacles.

Finally, we have the pawn, the most humble but often 

overlooked piece on the board. Pawns move forward 

one  square  at  a  time,  except  for  their  initial  move, 

where they can advance two squares. Pawns can only 

capture  pieces  diagonally  in  front  of  them.  While 

pawns may seem weak, their collective strength can be 

significant,  particularly  in  the  endgame,  where  they 

can be promoted to more powerful pieces.
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Understanding the movement and capabilities of each 

piece is crucial for aspiring chess players. By mastering 

the basics, you lay the foundation for strategic thinking 

and  tactical  brilliance,  enabling  you  to  unlock  the 

secrets of chess and become a formidable opponent.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

17



Table of Contents

Chapter 1:  Laying the Foundation *  The History of 

Chess  *  The  Basic  Rules  of  the  Game  *  The  Various 

Pieces  and  Their  Moves  *  Opening  Principles  * 

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Chapter 2: Mastering the Endgame * King and Pawn 

vs.  King *  King and Rook vs.  King *  Basic  Endgames 

with Pieces * Pawn Endings * Practical Endgame Tips

Chapter  3:  The  Art  of  Strategy *  Developing  a 

Comprehensive  Strategy  *  Evaluating  Positions  * 

Planning Ahead * Recognizing Patterns * Adapting to 

Your Opponent's Style

Chapter  4:  Tactical  Brilliance *  Common  Tactical 

Motifs  *  Exploiting  Weaknesses  *  Creating  Threats  * 

Recognizing Sacrifices * Avoiding Blunders

Chapter  5:  The  Psychological  Edge *  Mental 

Preparation for Competition * Dealing with Pressure * 

18



Maintaining  Concentration  *  Managing  Emotions  * 

Building Self-Confidence

Chapter 6: Opening Repertoire * Choosing the Right 

Openings  *  Preparing Lines  for  Specific  Opponents  * 

Countering  Common  Defenses  *  Transpositions  and 

Variations * Fianchetto Openings

Chapter 7: Advanced Techniques * Pawn Structures * 

Piece Activity * Initiative and Tempo * Prophylaxis * 

Attacking Plans

Chapter  8:  Training  and  Improvement *  Studying 

Grandmaster  Games *  Analyzing Your Own Games * 

Using Computer Programs for Improvement * Solving 

Chess Puzzles * Tactics Training

Chapter  9:  Applying  Your  Skills *  Playing  in 

Tournaments  *  Online Chess  *  Chess  Clubs *  Playing 

Against Stronger Opponents * Simuls and Exhibitions

Chapter 10: The Legacy of Chess * Chess in Literature 

and Art * The Cultural Significance of Chess * Chess and 

19



Education * The Future of Chess * The Philosophy of 

Chess 

20



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

21


	The Strategic Genius of Chess: Unraveling the Secrets of Grandmasters
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Laying the Foundation
	The History of Chess

	Chapter 1: Laying the Foundation
	The Basic Rules of the Game

	Chapter 1: Laying the Foundation
	The Various Pieces and Their Moves

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

